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CHAPTER 1

hen Farmer oak smiled, the corners of his mouth

spread till they were nearly at his ears, and the

lines around his eyes looked like a picture of the

rising sun. Gabriel oak was twenty-eight, tall

and broad-shouldered, but he had a humble way of walking and

standing, as if he didn't want to frighten anyone.

One morning, Gabriel was watching over his sheep on a hillwhen

he saw a bright yellow wagon on the road below. It was pulted by

two horses and loaded with household goods 1 and furniture. There

was a young, attractive girl sitting at the top of this pile, next to
a pot full of red flowers, and a yellow bird in a cage. The wagon

stopped and the driver walked back along the road, looking for
something that had fallen. The girl was alone.
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Gabriel watched her. The girl sat quietly for a moment, then
she picked up a mirror from the pile of objects beside her. She

looked at herself and smiled. The sunlight touched her red jacket,
her bright face and dark hair. The driver came back and the wagon
started to move again. Gabriel followed it.

There was a gate in the road with a toll charge - anyone

who used this road had to pay two pence. The wagon stopped
and the driver started arguing with the gatekeeper; the girl
was refusing to pay. Gabriel stepped forward and paid the two
pence for her.

'Here,' he said to the gatekeeper. 'Let the young lady pass.'

The girl glanced down at Gabriel. She told the driver to move on.

'A pretty girl,' said the gatekeeper, watching the wagon as it
rolled away.

'But she has her faults,' Gabriel answered. 'Vanity, for one.'

He saw the girl again several times - she was staying with her
aunt on a nearby farm, and so they were practically neighbours.
He thought about her more and more.

It was late December, and freezing cold. Out in the countryside
you could see the different colours of the stars, some yellow, some

white, some almost red. Gabriel spent his nights in a shepherd's
hut in the fields. There were wheels under the hut's floor and he

could move it to different parts of his farm. He had to be close to
his sheep now that the Iambs were being born. This hut was very
small, but it had a good stove for warmth - though he had to keep

the vents in the walls open or smoke could fill the place. (vany
shepherds had died falling asleep with the vents closed in huts like
this.) At night everything was quiet, except for the sounds of the
bells around the sheep's necks, so sometimes Gabriel would sit by
the stove and play his flute.

to

One night he was in his chair, ,

vents,' he said to himself. 'But 1',

warmer...'

He woke up. His dog was bar<

outside. His face and neck were

he was lying with his head in the
'What's the matter?' Gabriel .
'Nothing, now. Since you ::

made him stand up. Gabriel b:.
himself.

'l came out to milk the cow,s -

outside the hut. 1 threw a buck: -

'l believe you saved my Iife, i I

'l won't tell you. There is n: :=.

won't see each other again.'
'My name is Gabriel Oak.'

'And mine isn't,'she said.

'l thank you.' Gabriel touc-= -
'l suppose you would Iike -: -

'l wasn't thinking of anyth:...
'You won't.' The girl quic. .

'Now find out my name.' She ',' =

He started asking quest,tr-.1

Bathsheba Everdene. He like :
rvas alone. Gabriel reaiised :-
rvife,' he vowed to himself , 'l -

2 lap : the upper part of ycu: :=:
3 wipe : dry or clean somer[::- ,:



tl

puEq Jno.{ ro qloJJ E Sursn Sutq}auos uPall ro,&p : adrm t
'u^ op ]rs noF uaqm s8al ;no,,{;o 1.ted raddn aqt:de1 'Z

,'Sulqlou roJ poo8 eq JI,l Jo, 'JJeslultl o1 pamo^ aq .'eJI^

,{r-u .raq aletu IIrl, 'alol uI selvr aq }Eql paslleer JalJqPD 'euole sem

eq uaLl^A Jlesurrq o1 alueu eql {ES o} pe>lll eH 'auepre^a Eqeqsqleg

sE1V\ er.ueu Jeq leLIl peJa^ocslP puE suollsanb 3ur1se Paue+s eH

'splal} aql Jeno ,{ea,re pa>11eM eqs ,'aLuBU z{ru lno pulJ 
^^oN,

'paltlus eqs '{e^^e puPL{ Jeq 4oo1 z{14crnb 1.rr3 aqt ('1,uo1\( no^,

, - III^/\ llng, 'latJqec PIES ,'leq} alrlSulqldue;o Sur4utql }(usEM I,

'ptes 1.rr3 aq] ,apuell .,(r-u sstl o] aIII plnoM nod asoddns 1,

',{1rq8r1 s;a8ur; req paLlsnol IerrqeD ,'no,'( 4ueql I,

'ples aqs ,'l,usl auttu puy,

,'IeO IatJqeg st arueu {1 ,

,'ulE8e Jaqlo qcBe ees l,uo^^

ztlqeqo.rd eiv\ sE tplnoqs 1 {r-;arr uoseeJ ou sl aJeLIJ 'no,,{ 11a1 }ruom I,

('elueu Jno{ l ou>l },uop I - ss!l^ 'a3,r1 .,{r-u pa^es nor{ anarlaq I,

,'no{ reno IIIIU }o }elcnq E MaJq} I 'lnLI eql aplslno

3op .lnoz( pJEeLi I pue, 'ptes l.rr8 aqt ,'s.AAoo aql >1[llu 01 lno etue3 I,

'JlastuIt]

Surleqs pue eteJ srq,3utdl.,rn ue8aq IeuqED'dn puels ullq epELU

aqS '1.rr8 eLI] prES ,'peap lou eJe noz{ acurS 'nou '8utq}oN,
'af,ron z(deals e ur prES IerJqED ,eJelletu aql s(]eq^A,

'1.rrB pa.rreq->lrep aLIl;o,dey aql ul pEaLI srLI t{llm 8ul{l sP^ aLl

trErl] punoj pue dn palool eH 'lem erem Icau pue acEJ slH 'aplslno

r-urq Surlynd sem auoertos pue 3ul>1.req servr 8op srg 'dn elorvr eH

("'JeLuJe/\A

1rq e sla8 lnq aql Ulun llE/v\ 1sn[ 11,1 +ng, 'JJesLulq o] ples eq ,'sluart
aql uado o1 eAEq I, 'daalse lsolulE 'rleLlf, slLI ul sel aq ]q8ru aug

,(q +1s plnor't IarrqED seLurlaL-.rs -

eLll Jo spunos aq] JoJ 1da:xa '-= -

alrl slnq ur pasolc slua^ aL{t L: ,

{ue6) 'ace1d eqt IIIJ plnor a>'r :

daa>1 o1 peq eq q8noq+ - qlll-:.
{;an sean }nq slql 'u"toq Surac =-:
o+ esolc aq o1 peLl aH 'LUTEJ s._ -_
eq puE roolJ s(]nq eql Jepun s ==

s,p.raqdaqs e ur slq8ru srl{ lu: -:
auuos 'aa.o1ya.,{ ar-uos 's;e1s aqt. -- .-
aprs.{"r1unoc aLI} ur }no 'p1or 3- -=

's.rnoqqBrau .,(11ecr1ce"rd ara,nr .',= - -

Jar{ qllM Surdels sE/V\ er.{s - sa* -
('auo JoJ '.,(1ruen, 'peJa7,1S*= =

1r se uo8earr aq1 Surqcle,nn ':=: -;
'uo ano[l o] ra^rrp aql plol aL's :

,'ssed ,,(pe1 3uno.( eql 1al. _= _

o^ ] er{} pred pue pJEMJoJ f +: -:
llrB aqt l"radaa>1a1e8 aql q: .','. .
paddols uo8ean aq1 'a:uai :' -

auo.,(ue - aS"reqo IIo] E L{rr,'. ::
.11 pr.,,.,

uo8e.,vr eql puE IrEq euJEl ra,'. -: -
'1a>1ceI per req peLl]nol rqE -- = .

aqs 'reLl aprsaq slralqo Jo = - =

ueql 'lueurour E JoJ ,{11arnb -=.


